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H AD I conſulted my own eaſe, or my 


own feelings, I ſhould have wiſhed to 


reſign into abler hands, the office to which 5 


I am deſtined in the arrangement of this 


day's ſervice; and to decline the honour of 


addreſſing you upon this intereſting occaſion. 


But it is with leſs reluctance that I comply 


with the requeſt of my worthy Friend and 
Brother, on whoſe account we are now met 
together; ſince it affords me an opportunity 


f öfferin g this publick teſtimony of my un- 
feigned eſteem for Him, and of my laſting 
concern for the proſperity of the United Cotte, 


gregations of Proteſtant Diſſenters, in tits 
ancient and venerable City: , 


17 


1 11 a he juſtly 1 a fruitleſs * 


f pyimportant talk, were I ever ſo competent to 


6 


it, ſhould I now ſeek to beguile your attention 
by an oftentatious parade of learning. I am 
_ conſcious, it would be equally foreign from the 
purpoſe of the preſent ſolemnity, to employ 


your time in attempting to develop the ſubtleties 


of human wit and ingenuity ; to point out the 
nice diſcriminations and dependencies of ſyſtem ; 
to trace the ſublime reſearches of metaphyſics, 
the abſtract reaſonings of philoſophy,” or the 
« oppoſitions of ſci ence falſly ſo called.” Nei- 
ther would it become me, ſhould I feebly aim 
to captivate the imagination, and to miſlead 
the judgment of my honoured. Hearers, © with 
.excellency of ſpeech,” and the wiſdom. of 
words; with the ſplendid embelliſhments of 
__ diction, and the faſcinating powers of language. 
Much leſs ſhould I ſtand acquitted, to my own 
mind, if I were to involve you in any e ſtriſe 
about words to no profit; or to interrupt 
the harmony of this friendly meeting, by in- 
_troducing points of controverſy and . doubt- 
ful diſputation.” —I hold it to be more ſuit- 
able to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, to ſpeak, 
not as pleaſing men, but God, who trieth 
our hearts.” It is much more conſiſtent with 


the 
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(353 
the work of an Evangeliſt,” to put you in 
remembranee of thoſe things that pertain to life 
and godlineſs; even though you already know 
them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth. 
If I could, therefore, engage you to review the 
great purpoſes of Chriſtianity, which lie open to 
the comprehenſion of every one that hears me, 
and which are the univerſal concern of Chriſti- 
ans, of whatever denomination or party, of 
every age and profeſſion; this would be more 
conſonant with my own duty and inclination; 
nor would it, I preſume, be incompatible with 
the views and expectations of any deſcription 
of perſons, in this numerous and reſpectable 
aſſembly.— Vou will, accordingly, allow me to 
recomm end to your conſideration, 


Akts III. xxvi. which ! is the laſt verſe. : i 


Unto you firſt, God having raiſed up his Sor 
Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, in n * any! | 
one of you from bis iniguities. 


8 'T. HE Apoſtles, Peter Na 3 * intro- 
duced to our notice, in this chapter, as 
joint labourers in the Goſpel of peace. We 


here obſerve them entering upon the public 
: profeſſion 
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profeſſion of the Miniſtry, which they had 


received in charge from the mouth of their great 
Maſter ; in a way, of all others, the moſt likely 
to prove ſucceſsful, and to bring home to the 


hearts of men, the intereſting truths of Chriſti- 
anity. By the ſolemn deſcent of the holy ſpirit, 


they had been recently inveſted with miraculous 
powers; when an opportunity preſents itſelf for 
the ſignal exerciſe of them, in the immediate re- 
ſtoration of a man, who was known to have been 


lame from his birth. This wonderful cure 1s 
performed in a conſpicuous ſituation, “at the 
gate of the Temple ;” and at a time of gene- 


ral reſort, at the hour of Prayer.” It is no 
| ſooner accompliſhed, than the attention of the 


people is inſtantly awakened, and they are 
e filled with wonder and amazement.” The 
publick curioſity is naturally raiſed to the higheſt 
pitch ; and after the firſt murmur of aſtoniſh- 


ment and applauſe, every eye becomes eagerly 
fixed upon the Apoſtles.—Under theſe circum- 


ſtances it is, that Peter wiſely determines to 


avail himſelf of the occaſion that ſo aptly ariſes; 
and to lead the minds of the people; already 


pre-dilpoſed, to the contemplation of thoſe 
important doctrines, which it was his duty 


and 


(i 29. 


and delight to inculcate. He is about to ret. 
and a general ſilence prevails. He addreſſes | 
umſelf to the liſtening multitude ſo pointedl7 
and fo powerfully, with ſo much natural elo: 
quence, and ſo much ſtrength of argument, that 
he cannot fail to convince their underſtandings, 
and to penetrate their hearts. And ſcarcely are 
we ſurprized to hear, in the next chapter, f 
the extraordinary effect that is produced by » 
this well- timed diſcourſe ; ; no, leſs than five 
thouſand perſons 1 cqnyarted by it to the 
belief of Chriſtianity, | 3 


The Apoſtle hath,” in As inſtance, exhi- 
bited to our view, nay, he hath held up to 
the imitation of Chriſtian Miniſters, a moſt ex- 
cellent model of Chriſtian Preaching. His in- 
comparable Sermon, as it may be juſtly ſtyled, i is 
ſolid, judicious, and argumentative. It is, at x 
the ſame time, animated, pathetic, and ſublime. ; 
It glows with all that generous ardour, it is 
pregnant with that manly zeal, which are emi- 
nently characteriſtic of this Apoſtle's temper ; "of 
and which ought to inſpire the breaſt of every. | 
Preacher of the word of trutt 2 
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He opens his diſcourſe, by difelaiming; with= 
a genuine humility, all title to thoſe popular 
diſtinctions that might be ſhewyn — 
and his colleague, St. John, on account of 
the miracle they had wrought; ſince So 
were but inſtruments of the drvrine power, and 
merely the ſecondary cauſes of this 'aftoniſh<'- 
ing effect; which he attributes to the virtue 
of that ſupernatural gift which had been 
conferred upon them; and to the effleacy of a 
ſteady faith in the name of jeſus Chriſt— 
« that ſon of the God of their fathers, whom 
they had delivered up, and denied in the Pre- 
ſence of Pilate, when he was determined to let 
him go; that holy and juſt one, whom they 
had renounced in favour. of a thief and a mur- 
derer; that prince of life, whom they had 
unjuſtly ſacrificed to their own groundleſs reſent- 
ment, as an impoſtor and a deceiver of the 
people; but to whom God. had given an un- 
| doubted teſtimony | of his divine miſſion and 
character, by. railing him from the dead of 
which fact they had been witneſſes; and which | 
they were ready boldly to atteſt, in the face of e a, 
prejudiced and GY world, | 
The 


© 


The force of this application, who could evade? 
The pungency of it, who could with-ſtand? 
It. was wonderfully adapted to ſtrike, to rouſe, 
and to convict their minds. It might well have 
covered their faces with the bluſh of conſcious 
guilt; it might have filled their breaſts with 
inward. anguiſh and remorſe. — But having 
probedthewound to the quick, he neglects not to 

_ relieve, and to heal; he acts the part of a tender 
and ſkilful phyſician, in preſcribing the moſt © 
efficacious remedies, the moſt ſalutary means of 
recovery. He conſoles them with the aſſurance 
that their caſe is not deſperate; encourages them 
to hope i in the mercy of God through faith in 
his Son; and points out to them the path of 
life. He then winds up the whole, by reminding 
them of their manifold privileges; obvioufſy 
inferring, that, ſince they had been very highly - 

diſtinguiſhed above all other nations upon 
earth, it was peculiarly incumbent upon them 
to © repent, and be converted ;” and that they 
had the moſt powerful motives to the practice 

of righteouſnefs.— Ye are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made 
with your fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, and 

b in 
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in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth by 
bleſſed. Unto you, zherefore, firſt, God, having : 
raiſed up his ſon Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, 


in turning away ey one of ””_ from his ini- 
quities. 


The words of the text naturally lead us to . 
conſider, Firſt, the Author of that goodneſs and 


benevolence which were manifeſted to the world 


in the miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt—Secondly, the 
Defignof his coming, namely, to bleſs us” and, 
Thirdly, the Means by which he accompliſhed : 


this merciful deſign. —And in this view of it, 


the doctrine of the text conſtitutes a ſubject 
which it cannot be improper to inſiſt upon 


before Chriſtian Miniſters ; whoſe important aim 


it is, to inculcate and enforce this fundamental 
doctrine, ſo eſſential to the faith and the hope 
of all Chriſtian People. This is, indeed, the 
moſt intereſting ſubject of Preaching, and of 
Hearing. 


I. We are to conſider Gop as the Author of 


that mercy, which was manifeſted to the world 


in the miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt ; as the ſource and 
origin of thoſe bleſſings which we derive from it. 
. 7 I 


(i 
Mt In regard to the Apoſtle's phraſe, raiſed ups 
1t may be obſerved that, in the 22d verſe, the 
ſame word is uſed in the original, as well as in 
our verſion ; and preciſely in the ſame ſenſe; 
4% A prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 
. unto you, of your brethren, like unto me.“ 
Accordingly, in the connection of the text, no 
more ĩs to be underſtood by it, than the appoint- 
ment, or deſignation of Jeſus Chriſt to his 
office. © God, having raiſed up, or appointed, his 
Son Jeſus 70 be your Redeemer, ſent him to bleſs 
you.“ He was, therefore, diſtinguiſhed by the 
divine appellations of the Meſſiah, or the Sent; and 
the Chriſt, the Anointed of God The proofs of 
the heavenly miſſion and authority of Jeſus, 
are ample, ſtrong, and convincing. They are 
_ deduced from various inconteſtible evidences ; 
from the exact completion of many ancient 
Propheſies in him; from the extraordinary 
power of his Miracles; from the ſublime na- 
ture of his Doctrines; from his triumphant £ 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion; and from the won- 
derful ſucceſs of his Religion. It would carry 
us beyond the limits of our time, to enter into 
this copious and important ſubject, We muſt, 
| therefore, 


( 12) 


| therefore, confine ourſelves, at preſent, to the 
plan which was juſt now propoſed. 


And the idea that firſt occurs to the mind, 


and ſtrongly impreſſes it, on the peruſal of the 
text, is, the unmerited Love of Go to a ſinful 


and diſobedient world. We are here led to 
contemplate the goſpel- ſcheme of redemp- 


tion by Jeſus Chriſt, as originating with Gop 


our Creator. And hence we naturally look - UP. 
to Him as the grand ſource of that clemency, 


which hath been wonderfully manifeſted to- 
wards the human race. He is deſcribed as the 


firſt mover, the ſupreme agent in the buſineſs 


of our ſalvation. We muſt, therefore, take 
| heed, that we do not conceive of our Maker, 


as a Being ſevere and inexorable in his nature; 


arbitrary and implacable in his diſpleaſure; as 
with-holding his mercy from penitent offenders; 
ſlow ta admit them to terms of reconciliation; 
and reluctantly prevailed upon, by the interpo- 
ſition of a powerful Mediator, to ſave them 
from impending deſtruction. The ſcriptures 
inculcate far more worthy and exalted notions 


of the great Parent of- mankind, They repre- 
15 ſent | 


61 
ſent Him under a more amiable and endearing * 
character; declaring that God is Love, —as 
if this benign quality were his characteriſtic 
attribute, and conſtituted the chief glory of the 
divine nature! He is, indeed, to the finally : 
wicked and impenitent, © a conſuming fire”— 
but, to the broken and the contrite heart, He is 
lo to anger—plenteous in merc y—abun- 
dant in goodneſs —forgiving i iniquity :” He is 
* not willing that any ſhould periſh.” The 
ſentiment of the text 1s ſtrongly expreſſed 
in ſeveral other paſſages : For example ; © In 
this was manifeſted the love of God towards 
us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son 
into the world; that we might live through him.“ 
And emphatically faith the Apoſtle, All things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf 
by Jeſus Chriſt.” — It was Go, who originally 
concerted a plan for promoting our eternal 
happineſs; a plan moſt worthy of his infinitely 
wiſe and benevolent mind. It was Gop, who 
ſent his Son to bleſs 15 !—To Gov, therefore, 
ve muſt direct our primary and our principal 
regards ; for to His-unbounded benignity are 


Ll 


we indebted for all-our hopes of mercy "and 


Lalvatien. 


„„ 

falvation. Herein is exhibited to us the moſt 
ſubſtantial and unequivocal proof of His unpa- 
ralleled grace and condeſcenſion, of His diſin- 
tereſted kindneſs and compaſſion to the children 
of men. © Herein is love; not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us, and ſent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our ſins.” How, then, 
can we ſufficiently venerate and adore the love 
of God, as diſplaycd in the redemption of man ! 
O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
and the knowledge of God ! how unſearchable 


are his nn, and his _— 285 finding 
out!“ 


II. The Defign of Chriſt's miſſion is briefly, 

but diſtinctly ſtated in theſe words; God 
ſent his Son to bleſs you” — 7 bleſs you, 
in the largeſt and the nobleſt extent of the 
phraſe. Jeſus was divinely commiſſioned, to 
impart knowledge to the ignorant, and ſalvation 
to the humble and ſincere penitent ; to diſpenſe 
peace, liberty, and life to the world; to effect 
the recovery of thoſe who were loſt in error, 
and vice; and in one emphatical comprehen- 
five, word, 70 Bleſs them — And particularly may 
the author of our ſalvation be ſaid to Bleſs 


mankind 


E 


mankind, by turning them from their iniquities 


by aſſuring them of pardon upon their re- 
pentance—by making the happy diſcovery to 
them of a reſurrection from the dead, and a re- 


ſtoration to life and immortality. 


He came to bleſs mankind, 1n the firſt in- 
ſtance, © by turning them from their iniquities.” 


This indeed, the only benefit we find ſpecified 


by the Apoſtle; which ſeems to imply, that it 
is a benefit of ſuch magnitude and moment, ſo 
important in its nature, ſo advantageous and 
extenſive in its effects, that it may be juſtly 


conſidered as the baſis of all thoſe other pri- 
vileges which we derive from this ſource; 


as the firſt ſtep towards obtaining the fa- 


vour of God, and the hope of eternal felicity. 


The words, indeed, are not to be literally under- 
ſtood, as if Chriſt had actually turned al! 
men from their iniquities”—but as intimating, 


that he employed every wiſe and reaſonable 


method, to awaken their minds to a ſenſe of 
their guilt, to apprize them of their danger, and 
to prevail upon them to * turn from their 
tranſgreſhons that iniquity might not be 

1 | their 


4 
their ruin.” This is ſtated as the great object, 


and the bleſſed tendency of his appearing, in 
many parts of ſcripture ; particularly, For 


this purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, 
that he might deſtroy the works of the devil.” 
And it was declared of this illuſtrious perſon, 


at his firſt introduction and appearance in the 


world, that, by way of eminence and diſtinction, 
« His name ſhould be called ]xs v s"— becauſe, 
according to the original and characteriſtic 
import of that appellation, © He ſhould s ave 
his people from their ſins!” It was his exalted 
and diſintereſted aim, not only to ſave men from 


the puniſhment of ſin, for this would have 


fallen far ſhort of the purity and benevolence 


of his views ; but alſo, to liberate them from 
its baleful and deſtructive power. 


Various are the evils, the diforders, and the 


maladies, that have been- introduced amongſt 


men, by their own irregular appetites, their ill- 
directed deſires, and their ungovernable paſſions. 


And truly wretched and deplorable was the 


condition of our race—till our great Deliverer 


came, to reclaim us from the paths of wicked- 


neſs, 


U 3 


neſs, to reſcue us from anroriteſy uk woe; 
to reſtore us to happineſs, to virtue, and to God. 
& He was ſent to bind up the broken-hearted; 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the priſon to them that are bound. 
Him hath God highly exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour” —to beſtow upon his faithful ſubjects, 
advantages more ſolid and durable than have 
ever been conferred by thoſe warriors, ſtateſmen, 
or potentates of the earth, who have, by martial 
enterprizes, or ſagacious counſels, advanced the 
{plendor and proſperi 170 of their country. The 
honours and immunities obtained for us by the 
Prince of peace, are not like the tranſitory 
glories of the, world, which quickly fade and 2 
paſs away ; but they are ſubſtantial, ſublime, 
and eternal. The conqueſts of the Saviour of 
mankind, were not directed to the fubjugation 
of kingdoms ; ; for 10 his kingdom i 18 not of this 
world.” The inſtitutes of this divine Law-giver 5 
have not for their object, the policy, regulation, 
and eſtabliſhment of little earthly ſtates; q but 
their benign influences extend to the future 
welfare, the evertaſting exiſtence of the human 

foul. . It was more s conſonakt with the wiſdoin, 
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6 | E 
purity, and dignity. of his perfect and fpirituat 
adminiſtration, to. quell the rebellious tumults 
of paſſion, to controut the lawleſs motions of 
the heart, to ſubdue the oppreſſive power of 
evil habit, to Ro the — dominion of 
vice. | | | 


A releaſe "IT the unhappy bondage, a 
_ deliverance from the cruel deſpotiſm of ſin, | is 
an invaluable bleſſing indeed. Sin is an evil 
of infinite turpitude and malignity; ; totally 
fubverſie of the order and tranquillity of 
our minds ; tending to involve us in compli- 
eated guilt, miſery, and ſhame. It contaminates 
the heart, poiſons all inter nal comfort, and 
becomes the bane of every enjoyment. Its 
galling yoke. inthralls the mind, and debaſes 
the faculties. . It binds the moral and intel- 
lectual powers of man in the molt rigid and 
diſhonourable fetters. What, then, is. more | 
devoutly to be wiſhed, than, bein 4 freed from 
the unmanly .ſetvitude of fn, to partake of 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of God? What 


K „ 


rational mind 1 not ſolicitous to exchange 7 


4441 


| maſter f. ſo > arhifray „ ſubtile, an i and auſtere, for 
one whoſe yoke is ſo eaſy, whoſe burthen ſo 
light, whoſe ſer vice is perfect freedom? 


Thus, 


1 

Thus, ; freedom: from the lavery of fin * 
in itſelf, highly deſirable; and ſtill more ſo, if ; 
it be conſidered as leading to the happieſt con- 
ſequences. For it muſt be obſerved further, 
that · God ſent his Son to bleſs ü not only 
« by turning us from our ini nuities; but, by 
aſſuring us of his mercy and pardon upon our 
ſincere repentance. The forgiveneſs of lin is 
a privilege peculiar to the Chriſtian revelation ; ; 
For here only is it explicitly declared, and fully 
aſcertained. The Heathens, though they ſpoke . 
highly of the rewards of virtue, had no juſt | 
_ conceptions of this doftrine; and the Jeus 
had but very indiſtinẽt notions concerning it. 
This is a generous plant, which owes its pro- 
duction to the more kindly temperature of the 
Goſpel- diſpenſation. Hereby is the promife 
of pardon held forth to all who come unto 
God, through Chrift, fincerely confeſſing, and 
reſolutely forſaking their fins; to all who 
e repent and turn to God, and do works meet 
for repentance.” For it muſt not be forgotten, 

that thoſe only can attain to the well-grounded - 
hope of mercy, who frictly adhere to the un- 
alterable tenor of that covenant, which is ; well 
ordered 
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ardered in all things, and ſure. This indiſ- 

penſably requires, that, to our faith in Chriſt, 
and. in the truth of his religion, we add an 
unfeigned Repentance, and a perſevering Obe- 

dience. Theſe are the only limitations that 
the Goſpel knows.—And ſuch is its diffuſive 
benevolence, that it offers terms of ſalvation, 
under the reſtrictions above ſpecified, to all 
men: Glory, honour, and peace, faith St. Paul, 


toevery man thatworketh good; to the Jew firſt, 
and alſo to the Gentile. — To the Jew jirf, 
according to the text. And this was conſiſtent 
with the wiſe economy of providence with 
reſpect to this people, from the beginning; it 
was agreeable to the uniform predictions of 
former times; it was conformable to the com- 
mand and example of Jeſus, who declares that 
he himſelf was © not ſent, but unto the loſt 


ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael.” This, however, 


is the charge which he gave to his diſciples, © Go 
« ye, and teach all nations!“ And accordingly, 


*« repentance and remiſſion of ſins were preached 


unto all nations, beginning at Feruſalem.” 8 
that the privileges of the Goſpel were not to 


be confined within the nar row bounds of the 


Jewiſh 


6 
Jewiſh nation; but to be N to the whole _ 
human race, to Gentiles as well as Jews; © for 
there is, in reality, no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek. God is no reſpecthr of 4 


perſons; but in every nation, he that feareth 


tim, and worketh en 1s accepted 
with him.” 


In the divine favour and forgiveneſs, are com- 
prehended more bleſſings than can here be 
enumerated. But they may all be ſummed up 
in the glorious aſſurance which is given us, by 
the appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, of a Reſurrection from the dead, and a 
happy refforation to immortal life. Only a feeble 
and a glimmering light had, as yet, been caſt 
upon this intereſting ſubject. The moſt en- 
lightened amongſt mankind had been, hitherto, 
loſt and bewildered in their ſpeculations and 
reaſonings about it. But, at the illuſtrious 
advent of the Meſſiah, the ſun of righteouſneſs | 
aroſe, like the brightneſs of the morning, to 
diſpel the miſt that overſhadowed the intellectual 
world, to give light to them that fat in dark- 
neſs, and to lead them in the way everlaſting. 
The clear ideas we poſſeſs of a future ſtate, and 
1 
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a general reſurrection, we owe to the Chriſtian 

religion. Its great author hath not left us to 
ſorrow as thoſe that have no hope.” He hath 

_ enabled us, by the eye of faith, to look beyond 
the bounds of this tranſitory world, beyond. the 
vifible diurnal ſphere ; hath brought Heaven itſelf 
to our view; hath extended our proſpects into 
' diſtant and everlaſting ages; and hath made 
- manifeſt things that were kept ſecret from the 
foundation of the world. The wages of fin 
is Death Death, in the moſt awful ſenſe of the 
word. But Chriſt © hath aboliſhed death, and 

brought life and immortality to light through 
the goſpel.” This was the grand, the ultimate 
deſign of his coming—to deprive death of his 
ſting, and diſarm him of his power, by giving 
us the joyful hope, and a full aſſurance of the 
reſurrection of the body to an incorruptible Iife, 
a ſtate of perpetual exiſtence, which will never 
be ſubject to diſſolution and decay; where 
this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, 
and this mortal put on immortality.” —Without 
this hope and aſſurance, how limited had ſtill 
been our views, how deſtitute our preſent con- 
dition! how rugged the path of life! how un- 
; — 


( 


_ ealy the bed of death! ho dreary the receſſes 

of the grave] and beyond it -what a diſmal. 
void of doubt, uncertainty and-darkneſs 1. But, 
looking for the bleſſed hope of a Reſurrec- 
tion, what a glorious and aſtoniſhing e 


is produced in the feelings, tlie deſires, and te 


proſpects of man ! The face of nature is no 
longer gloomy and dejected. Every object 
around us aſſumes a chearful and animated ap- 
pearance. Our own hearts are elevated witk 
wonder and delight, and inſpired with the moſt 
ſublime and ardent hopes, with hopes full of 
immortality While we ſteadfaſtly. look unto 
Jeſus as the author and finiſher of our faith; 
who, upon occaſion of one of the moſt extra- 
ordinary and ſignificant miracles he ever per- 
formed, declared of himſelf, in language the 
moſtt conſolatory, ſublime, and affecting 1 
am the Reſurrection and the Life; he that be- 

lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall 
he live; and whoſoever: Rene and believeth 1 in 
me, ſhall never. die! * et 38 $57 n - 


1 © Bleſſed be the God and F x of our L. Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bus bleſſed us with all 
9 5 bleſſings: in bee places in Chriſt!” 
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How. truly is it aſſerted, that « God fe ent I 


10 bleſs us 1” And he hath fully and faithfully 


executed his commiſſion. He hath left nothing 
_ undone, that might advance the honour and 


the happineſs of human nature. He © hath 


given us everlaſtin g conſolation.” He hath 
_ diffuſed light through the world, hath eſta- 


bliſhed © peace where there was no peace,” 
and hath aſcertained to man the OO of 1 im- 


mortality. 


But it is natural and obvious to enquire, 


ll. 5 what Means Chriſt hath fulfilled the 


| gracious purpoſes, and the important offices of 
his miſſion. wy 


£ « God, ovine raiſed up his ſon Jeſus, ſent him 
to bleſs mankind, by turning them from their 
iniquities.” And this ſalutary deſign, as already 
illuſtrated, the Son of God hath promoted by 
his heavenly Doctrine, and his divine In/tru#ions, 
* God, who at ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by 


the prophets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken 


unto us by his Son.” He was anointed of God, 
to ee good tidings to the meck—to pro- 
claim 


( 


claim the acceptable year of the Lord.“ Accord- 
ingly, © he went through every city and village, 
_ preaching, and ſhewing the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God.” And, by his Goſpel, he ſtill. 
ſpeaks to ſucceeding generations * the words = 
of eternal life. This reveals to us where our. 
true happineſs lies, and points out the nobleſt 
rewards to animate us in the purſuit of it. Its 
Doctrines and Diſcoveries i improve our faculties, 
and elevate and enlighten our minds ; for they 
diſcloſe to us the © hidden treaſures of wiſdom,” 
conduce to our proficiency i in all uſeful and di- 
vine knowledge, and are © able to make us wiſe 
unto ſalvation.” The Rules and Precepts of 
| Chriſtianity are infinitely beneficial to man ; 
wiſely calculated to ſerve his higheſt intereſts, to 
promote his eternal advantage. They have a 
happy tendency to reform the manners, to re- 
gulate the affections, to improve the underſtand- 
Ing, and to mend the heart. Its Motives and 
Encouragements are admirably adapted to the 
circumſtances of human nature, to its wants, 
its frailties, and its imperfections. The ChriC- 
tian Religion affords its profeſſors an inex- 
hauſtible ſtore of comfort and joy; ip | proves 
d their 


their fareſt relief in trouble; their refuge in the 


hour of temptation; their guardian, conductor, 


and guide, through the intricate mazes of life. 


It is powerfully and pathetically addreſſed to the 
internal principles and affections of the human 
breaſt. It warmly intereſts our hopes and our 


fears. It adopts every argument that is moſt 
likely to work upon our minds with force and 


conviction. Its threatnings alarm us with fore- 


| boding terrors ; while its alluring promiſes cap- 


tivate and delight us. It now reproves, and 
now expoſtulates with tranſgreſſors. It alter- 


nately warns, and invites thoſe who have un- 


happily frayed from the peaceful paths of 
innocence. In ſhort, the Goſpel will be found 
to contain © the wholeſome words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ;” and, by the careful ſtudy and : 


- peruſal of them „we may attain to the excellent 
things of religion and true godlineſs, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to 

glory and virtue.” For, the energy that ac- 

companied the wiſe doctrines which our 
Maſter taught, and the excellent precepts he 


Aelivered, was fuch as abundantly juſtified the 
aſl ertion—that never man ſpake like this 


man!“ 


But 5 


En 
But there 1 18 pathing better than the ſilent 


eloquence of Example—no ſpeech, nor language 
more forcible, intereſting, and inſirgAve, There 


MF ola. 


9 of 8 k nothing, exlufire of it its own 


_ intrinſic worth, that can render it ſo cc worthy 


of all acceptation,” a8 the amiable { and un- 
blameable Character of it's author This carries 


with it undeniable evidence, and the ſtrongeſt 


conviction. Nor was this wanting here.— 


The perfect purity and excellence of our Sa- 


viour's Life, gave a ſanction te every thing 


he ſaid, and proved him to be © a Teacher 


ſent from God. His Actions were the beſt 
comment upon his Laws. He, therefore, ſaid 
to his diſciples, I am your Example! 
And he hath exhibited, in his own conduct, 
an uniform pattern of obedience; which is 
highly conſonant with the dignity of his office, 
ſtrictly conformable to the divine tendency 
of his doctrines, and moſt worthy of our 
imitation. The Example of Chriſt was, indeed, 
abſolutely neceſſary, and abundantly conducive, 
to the, accompliſhment of his embaſly, It was 
of the utmoſt weight in eſtabliſhing the truth 
1 „% = 
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of his religion, in promoting the ſucceſs of 
his Goſpel, in forming the minds of men 
to virtuous principles, and virtuous habits. 
The Example, then, which he hath ſet before us, 
Jet us faithfully copy; for it is a model of 
complete virtue. The ſteps of this divine 
Leader let us implicitly follow—He will Fre 2 
ſafe and infallible guide. 


The . and Death of Chriſt were, like 
"wiſe, of eſſential importance in executing the 
plan of our redemption. Sufferings give ſcope to 
the exerciſe of many virtues, and are naturally 
productive of the genuine graces of the Chriſtian 
temper. Thoſe which Jeſus endured were, be- 
yond example, various, acute, and diſtreſſing. 
He was eminently a man of ſorrows, and 
intimately acquainted with grief, — He came 
unto his own, but his own received him not.” 
His life exhibits an uninterrupted ſcene of 
. perſecution, and the moſt ungrateful treat- 
ment; from which he found no ſanctuary in 
his own innocence, no ſecurity even in the 
mercy and clemency of his god-like deſigns. 
It conſtitutes a hiſtory of accompliſhed and 
tranſcendent merit, calmly ſtruggling with 


oppreſſions, 


( 9 
oppreſſions, afflictions, and temptations; and 
riſing fuperior to them all, with a manly and 

_  unſhaken conſtancy, with unexampled dignity 
and greatneſs of mind. There are no ſorrows 

like unto his.“ His trials were ſuch as are 

not common to men. They were accom- 
panied with many circumſtances of peculiar 
aggravation, which cannot occur to the reſt of 
mankind; and he felt them all to a degree of 
extreme Eni Let he bore the ſternneſs 
of adverſity with all the meekneſs of patience; 
with that mild and unaffected fortitude, which 
is the genuine effect of his religion. He ſuſ- 
tained the infirmities of his nature, in a manner 
that exalted his character to the higheſt perfec- 
tion of ſublime and diſintereſted virtue. Thus 

did the captain of our ſalvation © learn obe- 

dience by the things which he ſuffered.”. And 

thus he hath, for our comfort, edification, and 
. encouragement, <]eft us an example” of! patience 
in tribulation, of forbearance amidſt unheard- 

a of injuries, of contentment in poverty, of 

reſignation under complicated diſtreſſes, and of 

5 heroic fir mneſs 1 in the hour of temptation and 


: trial. 


But 


. 

But the Sufferings of our Saviour were not 
only painful in their nature and quality, they 
were alſo laſting as his hfe; aad, at length, 
terminated in a moſt violent, excruciating, and 
ignominious Death. In the near proſpect of 
this awful trial; he was moved with uncommon _ 
anguiſh of ſpirit, and his © ſoul was troubled;” 
Vet did he not ſeek to recede from the ſolemn 
and deciſive conflict; nor did his matchleſs 
love and philanthropy forſake him in his laſt 
hour. But, © having loved his own, he loved 
them unto the end.” He knew that © it behoved 
him thus to ſuffer,” and through the gates of 
death to enter into glory. For this cauſe, ſaid 
he, came 1 unto this hour !'—He, therefore, 
ſubmitted to the agonizing pains, and taſted 
the bitterneſs of death, for our ſakes. © He 
endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame!” 


The efficacy and importance of this ſignal ihe 
of his obedience even unto Death, is manifeſt 
from the whole tenor of the New Teſtament. 
By dying, he gave an undoubted teſtimony of 
his love to men, and his deſire of their ſalva- 
tion; he confirmed the truth of the doctrines 
hsc had taught; he exhibited a lively and affect- 


ing 


6 


ing illuſtration of the evil and malignity of- 
fin ; he offered up himſelf for us; and furnithed | 


us with the moſt powerful and animating 
motives to piety and patience. | 


"the thus taught, and lived, and Sa order 


to take away ſin, to promote the cauſe of uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs, to diſpenſe the ineſtimable 
bleſſings of Pardon, and eternal Life to the 


world. 


ns, 


8 the bose of our avatiei wag 
not finally accompliſhed, but by the Reſurre&#ion 


of Jeſus, and his Aſcenſion into Heaven. In theſe 


very extraordinary events, he hath given us a 


ſeal and confirmation of the divinity of his 


miſſion and doctrine; the fulleſt aſſurance of 


his ability to ſave; the cleareſt evidence of the 

poſſibility, and a e pledge of the certainty 
of our own reſur rection unto life. He was, 
indeed, © delivered for our offences; but was 
raiſed again for our juſtification”. He was put 
to death in the fleſh ; but quickened by the 


fpirit”. He fell a victim to the inexorable tyrant 
of the grave; but this rendered his ſucceeding 
m__ over the Powers of the unſeen world, 
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more glorious and deciſive. He died but he 


aroſe again; aroſe triumphant, exalted, and 


divine! © It is Chriſt that died, ſaith St. Paul, 


I yea rather, that is riſen again, who 1s even at 
the right-hand of God, and maketh interceſſion 


for us”. And he is elſewhere repreſented by 
the ſame Apoſtle, as now appearing in the 
preſence of God for us”; as, in his ſtate of 


exaltation and glory, ſtill exerting himſelf on 
our behalf, and preparing for us an everlaſting 


inheritancc in heaven. 


We have now taken a general view of the 
Benefits reſulting from the divine miſſion of 
Jeſus, and of the method of falvation which 


is propoſed to us by him; a fabject Which. 


comprehends * the fullneſs of the bleſſing of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt”. And this f is the Goſpel 
which is preached unto you. — It remains, 


therefore, to conclude this diſcourſe, by ex 


horting you, Chriſtians, above all things, to 
prize, and wiſely to improve the advantages 


you enjoy for religious inſtruction ; and to 
manifeſt your regard to © the word of life”, 
dy Jour kind and affectionate treatment of 


| Thoſe 


TE: 


far as they ſhall be found faithful to the da 
+; ry in them. s den 


It was the laſt command of our n 


to his diſciples, previous to his aſcenſion, . 


60 ye into all the world, and preach 
the goſpel to every creature !” In order wiſely 
to diffuſe and extend the bleſſings of his 
miſſion, he © gave ſome Apoſtles, ſoine Prophets, 
ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers. 


| And, to carry on the ſame valuable Purpoſes, 


is the Chriſtian Miniſtry eſtabliſhed amongſt 


you at this day. To © preach peace by Jeſus 
Chriſt,” to explain and illuſtrate the great prin- 


ciples of Chriſtianity, 3 is the liberal and laudable 
employment of the Miniſters of Religion. If, 
ten, you rightly eſtimate the worth and excel- 

lence of that Goſpel © whereunto they are 
ordained Preachers,” you will not, I am per- 
ſuaded, deny them a patient and attentive hear- 


ing. If you wiſh to © profit by the word 


preached,” you will cultivate a ſincere ande cor- 
| dial affection for thoſe that preach it. You will 
„know, and regard, thoſe that labour amon 8 


you, and are over you in the Lord, and admo- 
| e | | niſn 8 


- 
— 9 PE 
n 
1 
MSP 


P 
— — — 


— — — n 


ccc 
* 1 —— — — =y — 


— rear 


— 


47 


Lr. 


— —— 1 1 
nnn 


(„ 
niſh you; and eſteem tliem very highly in love | 
for their works fake. And you will conſider 
it as a duty more eſpecially incumbent upon 
you, to treat your Miniſters with kindneſs and 
reſpect, ſince they are the objects of your on 
free and unbiaſſed election. For it is your pri- 
vilege, as Proteſtant Diſſenters, that you can 
appoint your own Paſtors and Teachers, with- 
out being ſubject to the interpoſition, controul, 
or authority, of any Eccleſiaſtical power upon 
earth. And I may here, without the imputa- 
tion of flattery, obſerve, that you have ſhewn 
yourſelves worthy of this privilege, in the judi- 
; cious choice you have made :—A choice, which 
1 does credit to your diſcernment; and which muſt 
| afford peculiar ſatisfaction to the mind of that 
1 excellent Perſon, who hath *© laboured among 
| you in word and doctrine, ” with great ability, 
diligence, and fidelity to his divine Maſter, and 
to you; and for ſo long a ſucceſſion of years, 
that, like the Elders of the primitive churches, 
he is, to be © accounted worthy of double ho- 
nour.” Though lis publick ſervices have for 
fome time ceaſed, he et. ſpeaketh” to you in 
| the perſuaſive, the animated language of example. 
"Jak „ TER BL: log. 
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He -{tjll , continues to inftru& you in the 
juſt and manly Principles of your profeſſion, 
as * Diſſenters. He ſtill aims to eſtabliſh he 
＋ grounds, of | your faith, as Chriſtians.» ' His: 
zeal; foi, your welfare hath inclined: him to 
bequeath you a living legacy (if I may uſe che 
expreſſion) which will exiſt in your remem2 
brance, as a grateful token of: 0 i; logon 
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* 1 5 Diſſenting Gentleman 8 Lets the Rer. 
Mr White, 5th Edition. Buckland. Pop 


© The reputation of theſe Letters is alrea 45-260 well efta- 
bl iſhed, to receive any additional weight from the opinion ß 
wg indiyidaal... Yet 1 capnot ſuffer this opportunity to paſs, 
without abſerving, that no ons ſhould be unacquainted 
with them, who wiſhes to obtain information concerning 
the priticiples of Nonconformity in this country: And 
that, if this work were more generally and attentively read 
by thoſe who diſſent from the Eſtabliſhed Church, it would 
tend, to give permanence and yigour to their cauſe ; and to, 
preſerve the riſing generation, eſpecially, from that indif- 
ference to their own principles, which ſo ſtrongly marks 
the character of the preſent timesz and which; in too many 
inſtances, terminates in a fatal neglect of all religion 
+ The Grounds. of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; briefly ſtated? 
Kc. Addreſſed to a candid. Society of Chriſtiang, at the 
cloſe of bis Mioiſtrations NQng, them. 1 By, Noah 
T oN 
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his labours—© whoſe faith follow, conſidering 
the end of his [converſation !” — 
might otherwiſe have been thought of ProNOuUnc- 


ing his eulogium in this place; yet, upon an 


occaſion ſo particular as the Ordination of his 
Succeſſor, it would have appeared to many of 
you, an improper omiſſion, to have withheld the 
tribute that is due to your late venerable Paſtor, 
on a account of his 1 merit as a Man, 


mY is not my intention to enlarge Kirk: 
upon the ſubject of thoſe duties which you 


owe to them that have the rule over you, 


and; ſpeak to you the word of God.” T heir 
diſcouragements, their labours, and their diff 
culties muſt neceſſarily occur to your minds. 
How far, in any other department of life, 
they might haye | a chance of ſharing, with 


other men, in wor idly honours and emolu- 


ments, 1 will not. take upon me to determine. 

But, whatever proſpects they might have, they 
chearfully ſacrifice them to what they conſider 
as the cauſe of liberty and truth ; a cauſe the 


moſt honourable and worthy. They have the 


atis faction 


long after he is gone to receive the reward of 


Whatever 


A 
ſatisfaction to think, that they follow the dic- 
tates of conſcience, in devoting themſelves to 
the ſervice of your ſouls. At the ſame time, 
they do not envy thoſe, who, in the Eſtabliſned 
Church, poſſeſs advantages from which they 
themſelves are excluded. Much leſs would 
they attempt to depreciate. their character and 
worth. On the contrary, they are happy to 
declare, that they eſteem many among them, 
as men of eminent learning and ability, and 
of diſtinguiſhed honour, probity and virtue. 
Your miniſters, indeed, though they do not 
encourage aſpiring views of riches or ambition, 
are not inſenſible to the comforts and accom- 
modations of life. Beſides thoſe exigencies 
and diſquietudes which are incident to them 
in common with the reſt of mankind; they 
are alſo liable to various inconveniencies, trials, 
and diſappointments, peculiar to their ſitua- 
tion and circumſtances. But, while none 
of theſe things move them; while they dare 
not, on this aceount, make ſhipwreck of 
faith and a good conſcience;” while they 
would not purchaſe: the wealth of worlds; at 
the "ow expence of 1 integrity ; while they are 

ready 
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nts, to give up thoſe external.: advantages, 
which are commonly the objects of man's 
eager purſuit ;; and which certainly contribute 
to the eaſe and tranquillity of his preſent con- 
dition—they flatfer themſelves, that there are 
none of you, that will not '{hew. them the wil- 
ling teſtimony of gratitude, friendſhip, and 
eſteem. They make no abſurd: and extrava- 
gant pretenſions to ſupernatural, or infallible 
powers; nor have they recource to thoſe mean, 
unworthy, and unchriſtian arts, which are cal, 
culated to: inſpire weak and illiterate minds 
with awe, But, according to the ſimplicity 
that is in Chriſt, and with becom ing ideas. 
of the importance of that office which is com- 
mitted to them by Him alone, ho is head 
over all things to his church“; they are ear- 
neſtly ſolicitous to promote your Higheſt hap- 
pineſs. 2 o this end, they Ale, in the lan- 
guage of the Apoſtle, © ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
remonſtrating with you in his- hame; and 
N workers together with him, cntreating you 
to be reconciled to God, and beſeeching you 
that ye receive not His grace in vain.” —Be 
admonitſhed,' therefore, Chriſtians, to improve 

| by 


5 
by the miniſtrations of the Goſpel, while you 
enjoy them. Thus you will encourage and 
ſtrengthen the hearts of your Miniſters in their 


arduous work; and © they will be able to 
rejoice in the day of Chriſt, that they have not 


laboured amongſt you in vain.” While they 
are faithful, and © approve themſelves as the 
Miniſters of God,” they have a claim to your 
friendly regards. And of theſe, you cannot 
give them a more ſatisfactory proof, than by 
attending their inſtructions with humble and 
teachable diſpoſitions, with ſeriouſneſs, regu- 
larity, and candour. If you do this, they 
will not think their ſervices ill rewarded. They 
will perſevere, with more comfort to them- 


ſelves, becauſe with more advantage to you, 


in exhorting you © not to be moved from 


the hope of the Goſpel which ye have heard.” 


They will even be content to © endure hard- 
neſs”—yea, to © endure all things for your 
ſakes, that you may obtain the ſalvation which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal glory.” 
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7 *% ERE are ſome who diſapprove 4 the 
ſolemn ſervice in which we are now en- 
gaged ; and they aſſign reaſons, which, if not 
ſubſtantial, are at leaſt plauſible. For my own 
part, I am not aſhamed to avow, that a ſolem- 
nity of this nature approves itſelf equally both 
to my underſtanding and my heart. When 
effectual care is taken to guard againſt ſuper- 
ſtitious errors, when an ordination ſervice is 
repreſented not as conferring new powers, nor 
qualifying: a miniſter to perform any part of 
miniſterial duty, to which he was not before 
cequally entitled; when it is underſtood on the 
part of the Miniſter ordained, as a ſolemn 
aſſumption of the ſacred office, and a public 

profeſſion of fidelity and diligence 1 in the diſ- 
A, | chi 
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charge of it; on the part of the congregation 
in which he is ſettled, as a teſtimony of their 
deſire that he ſhould ſuſtain the paſtoral office 
amongſt them, and that a divine bleſſing may 
accompany his labours, and alſo as an engage- 
ment to contribute, to the utmoſt of their 
power, to his comfort and uſefulneſs; and 
when it is further conſidered, on the part of 
the Miniſters who attend and officiate upon 
the occaſion, as a public expreſſion of their 
cordial approbation of the qualifications, views, 
and character of the miniſter ordained, and 
an affectionate commendation of him, of his 
labours, and of his Hock to the protection 
and bleſſing of the great Head of the Church ; 
conſidered in this light, an Ordination Service 
appears to me not only reaſonable in itſelf, but 
in the higheſt degree pleaſing and inſtructive, 
and calculated to make the moſt uſeful and 
permanent impreſſions upon the heart. | 


The province aſſigned to me upon this 
1 I ſhould have accepted with great 
reluctance, had not early and long continued 
habits of intimacy, and various important and 
endearing connexions pleaded my apology, or 
rather rendered it impoſſible to refuſe the im- 
portunity 


4 


por tunity of friendſhip, 1 had not the op- 
portunity which this ſervice affords of bear ing 
my public teſtimony from long experience, to 
the abilities, furniture, and excellent character of 
my reverend brother, in ſome degree reconciled 
me to a taſk, which upon many accounts is 


| painful. 


Nor is it to be fuppoſed, Sir, that you need 
any advice or exhortation Which I can ſuggeſt, 
to excite you to a faithful and diligent diſcharge 
of your miniſterial duty. I am well aſſured of 
the contrary. You are too well apprized of the 
nature and important ends of the paſtoral office, 
and your heart is too deeply impreſſed with love 
to God and the Redeemer, and compaſſion. to 
immortal ſouls, to need any inſtrutton- or 
exhortation of mine upon this ſubject. I ſhould 
be aſhamed to appear to dictate to you, I 
mean only to remind you of a few particulars 
which the ſolemnity of-the ſervice may-perhaps 
tend to impreſs upon your mind, ſo far as they 
approve themſelves to your underſtanding ; and 
which, though the nature of the diſcourſe re- 
quires that they ſhould be particularly addreſſed 
to you, I would humbly recommend to the 
attention of my reverend brethren Who are 


preſent 
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preſent upon this occaſion, ſo far as they may 
judge them to be juſt and uſeful; and 1 would 
eſpecially deſire that they may be brought home 
to my on boſom, and impreſſed r upon 5 
my own heart. | 


And I know not a more important advice 
which can be addreſſed to a Miniſter, than that 
which the apoſtle Paul, under the apprehenſion 
of ſpeedy diſſolution, addreſſes to his choſen 
friend and companion, the evangeliſt Timothy, 
and to which I would beg leave to direct your 

attention = the preſent, occation, 


2 Tim. ii. 15. © Study to ics thyſelf © ap- 
1 | ds unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, I" OE word 
66 of truth. 2 


| And "EY Sir, permit me, in conformity to 
the method of the n offer a eee 


of advice, 


1. Reſpecting the 2 object you ſhould 5 
keep in view in the diſcharge. of your office, 


II. Reſpecting the general character -you | 
ſhould be ambitious to acquire; and 


III. Concerning 


III. Coricenniin the means: you non bop 
for the attainment of * e | 


Furſt, Allow me, Mi to- Sat you 
that through'the whole courſe of your miniſtry, 
you ſtudy to ſhew yourſelf approved unto God. 
Let this grand object be kept continually in 
view, and let it be purſued with the utmoſt 
vigour and amen 


2 : 1 
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| The e of God, Sir, you-welll know 
to be an object of infinite importance. It often 
varies indeed from that of fallible creatures, but 
it is always founded upon truth: It ariſes from 
perfect and comprehenſive: views of actions, 
characters, and motives; it ĩs the higheſt honour 
that a creature can enjoy; it is ſure, in the end, | 
to ſecure the approbation of all whoſe appro- 
| bation is real praiſe; it is ever accompanied by 
an approving conſcience, that ſweeteſt balm of 
life ; and what is of the moſt conſequente, the 
approbation 'of God, is the foundation of all 
true, ſubſtantial, and permanent peace, both 
here and hereafter. To be approved of God, 18 
to be honourable and i both e and 
. | W 


ase Ja 


Let 
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1 
Let me then intreat, Sir, th at whatever you 


do, in your miniſterial capacity, you keep the 
approbation of God continually in view; in all 


Four reſearches after truth; in all your private 


ſtudies preparatory for your public miniſtra- 
tions; in all your paſtoral viſits for inſtruction, 
admonition, and conſolation; in catechiſing the 


young and ignorant; in your addreſſes at the 
throne of mercy; in all your public diſcourſes; 


in your adminiſtration of the ordinances of the 


goſpel; and in the univerſal tenor of your 


conduct, let this be the grand object after which 
you aſpire, to' ſhew yourſelf approved unto 
God. Let this rational and ſublime principle 
aſſociate itſelf with every ſpring of action in 
your breaſt, and allow it a commanding influ- 


ence over the whole of your behaviour. It 


will dignify every action; it will conſecrate 
every thought. | 


And * great care that no other principle 


may ſtand in competition with this. You 
cannot but be ſolicitous to acquire the eſteem 


of thoſe with whom you are connected. The 
deſire of a good name has ever been the 
characteriſtic of an ingenuous and liberal mind. 
It would be a ſhame to be inſenſible to the refined 

and 


( 9 ” 

and exquiſite ſatisfaction which ariſes from the 
approbation of the worthy and the good. The 
love of praiſe, in a limited degree, is a ſentiment 
which the chriſtian Miniſter need not bluſh to 
avow. The wiſe man affirms that a good name 
is rather to be choſen than great riches ; and 


chriſtianity itſelf requires its profeſſors to live 


| honeſtly, (*) that is, honourably ; that is, to 
conduct themſelves in ſuch a manner as to ſecure 
a good character in the world; and St. Paul 
appears to have been very anxious to clear his 
reputation from the malicious aſperſions of his 
enemies. A good character is eſſential both to 
the comfort and the uſefulneſs of a chriſtian 
Miniſter; and the apoſtle John records it to the 
honour of his friend Demetrius, that he had a 


good report of all men, as well as of the 1 
itſelf. 


I doubt not therefore, Sir, that you will 
acquit yourſelf in ſuch a manner in the diſ- 
charge of your office, as to ſecure the affection 
of your people, the eſteem of your brethren 
in the miniſtry, and the good report of the 
world. You will not diſdain to ſhew yourſelf 

| approved even to the leaſt and feebleſt of your 
flock; and Iam confident that you will aim to 


behave 
(a) Rom. xiii. 13. | 


bebave with ſuch propriety, dignity, and cir- = 
cumſpection, that even your enemies; if fuch- | 
you ſhould: have, may not * able to impeach ü 
a ä | 


But yet, Sir; allow: me to remind you, that 

there is an object inififittely : more valuable than 
the praiſe of 1 man; and-that is, the approbation ; 
of God, whoſe judgment is ever according to 
truth, and whoſe favour is better than length” | 
of days: Whenever therefore theſe objects come ; 
into competition, 1 truſt you will not heſitate 8 
a. moment which to prefer. 


But can they ever be incompatible with each 
other? Undoubtedly they may : For man judgeth 
by the outward appearance, but the Lord ſearch- 
eth the heart; and we read of ſome that fell into 
condemnation, becauſe they valued the Praiſe 
of men more than the praiſe of God. It is a 
very ſuppoſable caſe; that circumſtances may 
occur; in which the Chriſtian; Miniſter, whoſe 
ſupreme ambition it is to approve: himſelf to 
God, may find himſelf obliged to act in a 
manner, which may expoſe him to the cenſure 

and the pity of his friends, and to the ſcorn 

l | and 
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and ridicule of the world—a cruel trial—to a 
generous and feeling mind, far worſe to bear 
than violence. And in ſuch circumſtances, Sir, 
ſhould they occur, if you would ſhew yourſelf 
approved unto God, you muſt be content, like 
your divine Maſter before you, to bear the 
Croſs and to deſpiſe the ſhame ; eſteeming the 

' reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the 

treaſures of the earth, and the favour and. 


approbation of God, as ample een 
for the frowns of the world. 


Study to ſhew 10 approved unto God. 


Vou well know, Sir, that the original word ( = 


is very emphatical; that it expreſſes great 
eagerneſs of deſire, and vigour of exertion in 
order to attain the object propoſed. Let me 

then exhort you, Sir, to keep this important 
end continually in view: Be vigorous, reſolute, 
and uniform in your endeavours to ſecure it : 
Buffer no inferior object to divert your attention: 
Spare no pains, regard no difficulties, and fear 
no dangers in the purſuit of it: And if the 
queſtion ſhould be aſked, what is the motive 
by which you are principally influenced in the 
_ diſcharge of your miniſterial duty, be eyer ready 
to reply, that it is not to gratify the love of 


Mm eale 


( a ) oT0V06RT0?. 


eo 
eaſe; the luſt of wealth, of fame, of 3 
or of power; that it is not to amuſe the fancy | 
with ſplendid images, nor to occupy the mind. 
with abſtract and fublime ſpeculations, but 
that you may ſhew yourſelf approved unto God. 
_ Lightly as the world may hold this principle 
of conduct, I am perſuaded, Sir, that you 
are well convinced that it is the moſt rational, 
the moſt worthy, and the moſt ſublime that 
can influence the human heart. And you are 
well apprized, that you have enlifted yourſelf 
in the ſervice of the beſt of maſters, who will 
eventually appear to honour thoſe who thus 
honour him ; who will not ſuffer his faithful 
ſervants to fail of their reward ; and who will 
repay a thouſand fold, every ſacrifice they may £ 
be called to make in his cauſe. 


4 Permit me now, Sir, to ſuggelt a fow hints, 


Secondly, Concer ning the general character 
you ſhould be ambitious to acquire, viz. that of 
a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed. 


In the firſt place, Sir, let me recommend it 
to you to aſpire after the character of a work- 
man; an active, laborious, indefatigable Miniſter | 

of the goſpel. 


There 


ere 


1 ö 


There a are ſome who conceive of the miniſtry 
as an idle office, requiring no exertion, and 


— rio vakinhle ed > Abba God ' 
there were not ſome, who, affuming the character 


of Chriſtian Miniſters, do, by their deplorable | 


and criminal neglect of the duties of their office, 
and of the fouls committed to their care, give 


plaufibility to the charge. Theſe are hireling 
ſhepherds, who care not for the flock ; they are 
lovers of pleafure, and lovers of gain, more than 
lovers of ſouls ; they are ſleeping centinels, who 


will not ſound the alarm, even when the enemy 


is at the very gate. But in a little while, the 


Lord of thoſe ſervants cometh, and reckoneth 


with them, and terrible indeed will be their 
account. 


For truly, Sir, ſuch is not the light in which 
impartial reaſon teacheth us to view the ſacred 


office; ſuch are not the repreſentations which the 
_ goſpel gives; and ſuch, I am very confident, are 
not your apprehenſions of this moſt i important, 


moſt arduous work. I am well aſſured, Sir, that 


you conſider the miniſtry as an office of the 
greateſt moment ; for indeed what can be of 
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ſpirits from the bondage of fin, and Po the 
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jaws of hell, and to train them up to wiſdom, 
to holineſs, and to immortal happineſs ! Com- 
pared with this, how trifling thoſe objects which 


are uſually deemed momentous! how unimport- 


ant thoſe occupations which provide for the 
ſupport of the animal life, which reſtore health 
to the diſeaſed body, which extend the limits of 
the human underſtanding, which elevate and 
tranſport the ſoul, or even thoſe which regulate 
the intereſts of civil ſociety, and diffuſe. liberty, 
and plenty, and order, and peace, through 
populous and extenſive empires! For he that 
converteth a ſinner from the error of his way, 
hath ſaved a ſoul from death, 


In the ſucceſs of your undertaking, Sir, you 
muſt feel yourſelf very deeply intereſted, when 
you recolle& that the doctrine you preach is 
not a matter of amuſement, or of indifference, 
but that it will certainly prove to all your 
hearers a ſavour either of life unto life, or of 
death unto death. They will either be ſaved by 
the wiſe improvement of your faithful in- 
ſtructions, or their final ruin will be doubly 
aggravated by their criminal neglect of them. 
O how earneſt, how affectionate, will this con- 
ſideration render you in your addreſſes to them, 


andi in your labou rs for their ſalvation 
| Eſpecially | 


1 

Eſpecially when you conſider farther, how 
intimately your own future honour and felicity 
are connected with the ſucceſs of your miniſtry, 
ſo far as this depends upon your vigilance and 
activity in the diſcharge of your duty. What 
joy, what triumph will it be another day to 
meet thoſe ſouls which have been ſaved through 
your generous exertions on their behalf! But 
_ oh! what will it be to have the blood of ſouls 
required at your hands, if any of your hearers 
| ſhould be loſt through your negle& ! The ſup- 
poſition is ſo terrible that I will not for one 
moment indulge it. I am confident there is 
nothing in the world you would ſo much de- 
precate and dread. I am confident there is no 
| pains you would not willingly take, there is no 
hardſhip you would not willingly endure, to 
eſcape ſo awful a cataſtrophe. 


Now, Sir, you are well apprized, that in order 
to the honourable, - the comfortable, and the 
ſucceſsful diſcharge of this important office, it 
is eſſentially requiſite that a Miniſter ſhould | 


pooſſeſs good natural talents, competent learning, 


a ſound judgment, with a courageous and well 
regulated zeal. It is alſo of great importance 
that he ſhould be intimately converſant with 


(8) 


the human heart; that he ſhould be well ac- 
quainted with the moſt inſinuating and powerful 
methods of addreſs ; that he ſhould know how 
to ſtrip vice of her alluring garb, and to repre- 
Tent her in all her native deformity and horror; 
and that he ſhould be able to ſet forth truth 
and wiſdom in their moſt engaging form, ſo as 
to win the hearts of his hearers, and to bend 
their wills to the gentle yoke of the goſpel ; 
that he ſhould ever be watchful to do good, 
and to apply inſtruction, encouragement, ad- 
monition, or conſolation, in that manner which 
may moſt effeftually anſwer the end propoſed. 
But ſurely all this will require the moſt anxious 
attention, the moſt indefatigable exertion. If, 
therefore, you are deſirous to fulfil your courſe = 
with honour and joy, if you are ſolicitous to 
anſwer the great- end of your miniſtry in the 
ſalvation of your own ſoul, and of thoſe who 
hear you, forgive, Sir, the freedom which 1 
tanke to intreat and charge you in this view, that 
you ſtudy to ſhew yourſelf approved unto God, 
as a worthy labourer in the province aſſigned 


you, a faithful ace Miniſter of the goſpel of 
Chriſt. | 


Approve 


„ 


Approve yourſelf a workman that needeth nut 
lo be aſhamed. If you look into the original, 
Fir; you will perceive that the apoſtle's expreſſion 
() is very general and comprehenſive. It ſfig-" 
nifies either a workman who is not himſelf 
aſhamed, or who needeth not to be e 

or who doth not cauſe ſhame, 


Firſt, ſtudy to approve yourſelf a workman 
not aſhamed of the goſpel you profeſs. Though 
the doctrine of the Croſs has ever been to ſome 
a ſtumbling block, and to others fooliſhneſs ; 
and though a ſincere regard to the chriſtian _ 
religion will, in this age of ſcepticiſm, expoſe 
you to the ſneer of the half-thinking infidel, I 
- am well aſſured that none of theſe things will 
move you. That the goſpel of Chriſt is the 
power of God unto ſalvation, to every one who 
believeth and obeyeth it, is a truth in an aſſent 
to which you are upon the beſt grounds firmly . 
eſtabliſhed; and fo that by an open and coura- 
geous profeſſion of it you may obtain from 


your divine Maſter that he may not be aſhamed 


of you in that day when he ſhall appear in his 
glory, you will deſpiſe the ſilly ſcoffs of 1 igno- 
rance, and will even rejoice if you are counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame in ſo glorious a cauſe. 


(a) e | 


4483; 
I add farther, —Be not aſhamed of avowing, 


upon every proper occaſion, thoſe principles 
which you hold to be true and important. Vou 


uin not, Itruſt, miſapprehend me, nor ſuppoſe 


that I mean to recommend an officious ob- 
truſion of obnoxious opinions upon, every 
occaſion, and in every company. No, Sir, 

what I would recommend is, that having ſought 
after truth with diligence and impartiality, 
having formed your ſentiments from the moſt | 
comprehenſive views of rational and ſcriptural 
evidence, and cheriſhing the moſt cordial and, 
diffuſive charity for thoſe who think they ſee 
reaſon to differ from you in opinion, you ſhould 
at the ſame time poſſeſs a decent firmneſs in the 
ſupport of what you apprehend to be important 
truth ; and that you ſhould not be intimidated 
from a manly avowal, and a ſober, rational de- 
fence of it, either by the authority of the 


learned, the ridicule of ſceptics, or the pre- 


judices of the illiterate. It may perhaps bear 
a queſtion, whether the cauſe of truth has ſuf- 
fered moſt by the open attack of its enemies, 
or the timid reſerve of its friends. Be it your 
honour, Sir, to approve yourſelf the faithful, 
zealous votary of truth, and reſolutely to follow 
the footſteps of this ſacred guide, though ſhe 


conduct | 


ä 
conduct you into difficult and unfrequented 
paths where few have the wiſdom or the courage. : 
to attend her; convinced that the path of truth 
and integrity will eventually prove to be the 
path of honour, and of peace; and that the 
feeble glimmering of the morning will iſſue in 
a PRIN and a glorious "ay 


Be not aſhamed of your office. Though 985 
often pour contempt upon the miniſtry, yet 
ſurely every wiſe and benevolent man muſt 
admit, that it is the greateſt honour in the 
world to be employed in ſerving the beſt in- 
tereſts of our fellow- creatures. You, Sir, I am 5 
perſuaded, will magnify your office, and will, 
I truſt, never be aſhamed of appearing under ; 
the honourable character of a Miniſter of the 
| Goſpel, a ſteward of the myſteries of God, an. 
ambaſſador of Chriſt, beſeeching men in Chriſt's 
ſtead, that they be reconciled to God. 


"Mo will you. heſitate to avow, upon every 
proper occaſion, the denomination of Chriſtians 
with which you are connected. And While, 

upon whatyou apprehend to be the moſt rati 1 
and ſcriptural grounds, you take leave to diſſent 
from the eſtabliſhed church; while you entertain 
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and profeſs the moſt liberal charity for men of 
real worth, who continue conſcientious members 
of that communion; you will, at the ſame time, 
diſdain in any company, or upon any occaſion, 
to aſſume the appearance of a character that is 
not properly your own, in order to avoid the 
ſtigma which is uſually fixed upon thoſe who 
bravely dare to avow their diſſent from a church 
eſtabliſhed by law. While you conſider the 
diſſenting cauſe as the cauſe of liberty and truth, 
you will not be aſhamed of openly ranking | 
yourſelf under its ſtandard, though few of the 
great, the learned, the faſhionable, or the wiſe 
will venture to reſort ther eto: And JI am per- 
ſuaded that you will agree in the truth of the 
obſervation, that there 1s nothing which renders 
a man more truly contemptible, than an un- 
worthy ſhame of avowing his principles. But 
here, Sir, you will permit me to ſuggeſt a hint, 
not for your caution, for you need it not, but 
that I may not be miſunderſtood. The moſt 
enlightened, and active zeal for the diſſenting 


intereſt,, and the moſt unreſerved freedom! mens 


declar ation of our ſentiments upon every proper 
occaſion, 18 in no 3 inconſiſtent with a a 


441. 


the 


7 


6 


the mienibers of the eſtabliſhed church to Which Bos 


their character and rank in ſociety entitles them. 
The unneceſlary and unchriſtian bitterneſs of 
invective, in which ſome individuals, among 
the diſſenters, have indulged themſelves, when 
ſpeaking of the national church, has brought a - 
general, but I hope, an unmerited odium upon 
the whole body. If our cauſe be that of truth, 
it does not need o diſhonourable a ſupport; 
if it be not, it cannot be protected by it. And 
if any one think that the character of a chriſtian 
or of 1 Chriſtian Miniſter, be inconſiſtent with 


the manners of 'a gentleman, let him 88 . 


t. Paul 8 8 to Philemon, and bluſh. | 


Permit me to. * one hint more ad this 
ha. Be not aſhamied of your brethren in 
the Miniſtry, whoſe behaviour is upon the 
whole correſpondent to their character and 
office, though there may be circumſtances 
attending them which may expoſe them to 
the neglect, or even the deriſion of the world. 
He that receiveth the faithful Miniſters of 
Chriſt, receiveth him that ſent them, and ſhall 
in no wiſe loſe his reward. 


I now proceed to ehm that another ſenſe : 
which the 3 s expreſſion will bear, is 
that 


that which our tranſlators have given it, and 
which alſo inſinuates a very important advice, 
which I beg leave to recommend to your 
attention. Approve yourſelf a workman that 
needeth not to be aſhamed. Conduct yourſelf with 

that prudence and fortitude, with that fidelity, 
activity, and zeal, with that meekneſs and 

charity in the diſcharge of your miniſtry, that 

you may have no reaſon to be aſhamed in the 
| preſence either of your people, of your brethren, 

or even of your divine Maſter himſelf; that 
the people of your charge, ſo far from having 
reaſon to reproach you with an intentional 
neglect of duty, may find. gr owing cauſe to 
eſteem and honour you highly in love for 
your work's fake, and for the very tender 
affectionate attention you pay to their immortal 
intereſts ; that your brethren in the miniſtry 
may view your conduct with approbation and 
delight, and may be animated by your example 
and ſucceſs, to correſpondent faithfulneſs and 
zeal ; and that your divine Maſter, in the 
great day of his final appearance, may pro- 
nounce upon you, Well done, good and faithful 
ſervant! And may reward your © benevolent 
labours with a crown of diſtinguiſhed and 
wore: fading luſtre. 


— 


1 will barely hint. at another ſenſe um. which 
the Apoſtle's advice to his friend may be 


underſtood. Approve yourſelf: a workman that 


Dmaketh not aſbamed. Diſcharge your miniſterial 
duty. in ſuch 'a manner. as DS honour 
upon your on character, upon the Chriſtian 
name, upon the Paſtoral Office, upon the 
reſpectable Society with which you are con- 


nected, and, if I, may. venture to uſe the 


: expreſſion, upon. your. divine Maſter himſelf, 


in whoſe cauſe you are embarked; . And let 


your light ſo: ſhine before men, that others, 
ſeeing your good works, Ay glorify. Jour 


F ather who is in Heaven. 


3 now advance to the third head of advice 


which the text contains, and with reſpect to 
which Ihave! in ſome ener anticipated myſelf, 
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Concerning the means which it will 4s 
ly to adopt for the attainment of the 
important ends of the M iniſterial office, ex- 
preſſed by the Apoſtle in the comprehenſive 
n : i divi ding the word of truth. 


This expreſſion "oe by e been N 
abe N care ko the ay in the Ms. 


«a4 ) 


of the patty of the victim; by others, to the 

fagacity of the Scr ibes, in the diviſion of the lay 
into proper ſections ; and by others again, to 
the wiſdom and faithfulneſs of the ſteward in 
the diſtribution of meat to the houſhold which 
he ſuperintends. Whatever the alluſion be, the . 
expreſſion itſelf is very general, and the drift of 
the Apoſtle's advice to his friend undoubtedly is, 
that he ſhould treat the truths of divine revela- 
tion in ſuch a manner as would be beſt cal- 
culated to anſwer the i important purpoſes of the 
Miniſtry, to enlighten the underſtanding, to 


improve the heart, and to © man! men wiſe to 
eternal ſalvation. EE ies =, di 


In order to this, it is neceſſary that a Miniſter 
ſhould have a comprehenſive view of natural and 
revealed religion ; that the evidences of divine 
revelation ſhould be familiar to his mind ; that 
he. ſhould be well ſatisfied of its truth; that he 
ſhould. be well acquainted with. its contents ; 


that he ſhould. be well apprized of the vaſt 


importance of the diſcoveries of. the goſpel; 
that he ſhould have enlarged apprehenſions of 

the wiſdom and mercy of God, as diſplayed in 
the grand ſcheme of redemptions: and falvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt; and in a word, that he ſhould 
be a Scribe well inſtructed in the word of truth. 


For 


69 


For the acquiſition of this valuable n 
a faithful Miniſter will think no pains too great, 
and will ſearch the ſcriptures daily with diligence 
and impartiality, firmly perſuaded, that what- 
ever God has thought fit to reveal, muſt be of 

the higheſt importance for man to learn; and 

that attention to the diſcoveries of divine reve- 


lation is a duty peculiarly indiſpenſible 1 in the 
enn Miniſter. 


It is alſo! kbGotutely reeflifite 4 that a Minifter | 
of Chriſt ſhould be deeply impreſſed with the 
principles of the goſpel; that his example, like 
a poliſhed mirror, ſhould reflect a bright irnage 
of the glory of Chriſt (); that he ſhould be 
inſpired with an ardent zeal for the truth as it 
is in Jeſus, and with an earneſt deſire to diffuſe 
the knowledge of it in the world; that his 
whole foul ſhould be poſſeſſed with veneration 
and love to the Supreme Being; that his heart 


| __ ſhouldglow with gratitude to the Redeemer for 


his unparalleled condeſcenſion and co mpaſſion, 
exhibited; in his incarnation; his life, and his 
ſufferings; that he ſhould be animated with the 
moſt diffuſive benevolence to his fellow creatures; 3 
» and that _ ſhould be Ae with A 1 


; 
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and tender. concern for the ſalvation of ſouls, 
and eſpecially of thoſe immediately under his 


paſtoral care; that he ſhould count all things 
but loſs, and not hold even life itſelf dear, fo 


that he may finiſn his courſe with joy, and fulfil : | 


the great ends of the miniſtr 950 with which he 
is inveſted. 


It muſt be a principal object of his attention 
and concern, to diſſeminate the principles of the 
goſpel in the hearts and lives of his hearers ; and 
in order to this, it ſhould be his care to diſpenſe 
the word of truth with judgment and gravity ; 
not in a looſe, inconſiderate, incoherent manner; 
but with that decency and dignity which 
becomes the oracles of the living God. He 
ſhould diſpenſe it with plainneſs, ſimplicity, and 
faithfulneſs; not adulterating the word of God, 
but as of ſincerity, but as of God, as in the 
| Preſence of God he muſt ſpeak in Jeſus Chriſt. 
He ſhould diſpenſe it with courage, and with 

zeal, in no wiſe intimidated by difficulty or 
oppoſition, and never thinking that he can be 
too fervent, or too laborious in his great 
Maſter's ſervice, or in promoting the beſt intereſt | 
of the ſouls committed to his care. He ſhould 
opens the m__ + * truth with affection, ſo 
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(21 
that it may evidently appear t to his hearers 5 that 
is not vt populaiity ad applauſe that he colts; ; 

but that it is his great concern to ſave himſelf, 

and thoſe that hear him; that he ſecks not 

their s, but them, and that there is nothing he 
has ſo much at heart as to be inſtrumental in 
promoting their eternal welfare. He ſhould 
diſpenſe the word of truth, not like a heathen _ 
moraliſt, but like a Chriftian Miniſter, en- 
forcing the precepts of morality by the peculiar 
motives of the goſpel; not appearing to be 
aſhamed of thoſe truths which he in his heart 
believes to be effectual to the ſalvation of thoſe, 
by whom they are cordially received and practi- 
cally regarded. Let me add, that the Chriſtian 
Miniſter ſhould fo diſpenſe the word of truth, 
as not only to pleaſe the ear, to amuſe the ima- 
gination, or to inform the judgment ; but to 
reach mens hearts and boſoms, to rouſe them 
from the lethargy of vanity, folly, and vice; 
and excite them to a moſt ſerious and habitual 
concern to work out their ſalvation with fear 
and trembling. Laſtly, the word of truth 
ſhould be treated practically; and though it be 
neceſſary ſometimes to inſiſt upon Points of 
doctrine for the eſtabliſhment of important 
| | truth, 


diſdain the humble office winch his divine Maſter 


(8) 


truth, and to guard againſt pernicious error ; 
yet thoſe truths ought undoubtedly to be prin- 
cipally inſiſted upon, which bear the moſt direct 


reference to practice, and the importance of 
every doctrine ſhould be judged of by its practical 


| tendency, the grand object of the goſpel being 
to mend the heart, and to form men to holineſs, 


in order to qualify them for, and to train them 
up to happineſs. 


debe wondof truth ſhould be dilpentsl at a 


convenient times, and the pulpit 1s not the only 


palace where the Chriſtian Miniſter ſhould be 


ſolicitous to diffuſe the knowledge and the vital 
energy of the goſpel. © Preach the word (faith 
the Apoſtle to Timothy) be inſtant in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon.” Wherever there is an op- 
portunity of doing good, and of fulfilling the 
important purpoſes of the miniſtry, it ſhould 


be joyfully embraced : The inſtructions of the 


Chriſtian Miniſter ſhould be adapted to the 


different ages, caſes, characters, and circum- 
| ſtances of his hearers, as they are young or old, 
ich or poor, learned or unlearned, * 
or afflicted, chearful, vigorous, active Chriſtians, 


or feeble, tempted, and depreſſed; nor will he 


ns 
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8 no 
has aſſigned kim to feed the lambs of the 


flock. The faithful Miniſter will ſtudy to con- 
duct the devotional exerciſes of religion with 


propriety, with ſimplicity, and with the genuine 


ſpirit of rational and fervent piety. He will 
pray with the ſpirit, and with the underſtanding 
alſo. And he will eſteem it one of the moſt 
important duties of his office, to viſit the ſick, 
the aged, the infirm, the poor, and the afflicted; 
to adminiſter the conſolations of the goſpel to 
them, and to aſſiſt them in pouring out the 
ſorrows of their hearts at the throne of grace. , 
He will be ſolicitous to ſupport and give efficacy 
to his doctrine, by exhibiting a fair example 
of faith and purity, of zeal and charity, and 
of that ſerenity and habitual chearfulneſs of 
mind, which a good conſcience, genuine devo- 
tion, and the hope of the goſpel can alone 
inſpire. — I ſhall only add, that the faithful 
Miniſter of the goſpel will alſo be a man of 
prayer; that he will daily and fervently implore 
the aſſiſtance of the Father of lights; that he 
will reſign himſelf to his direction; that he will 
frequently and affectionately bear the intereſts 
of his people upon his heart at the throne of 
grace, and that he will earneſtly recommend his 
miniſterial labours amongſt them, to that bleſ- 
ſing of God, without which Paul ſhall plant, 
and Apollos water in vain. And 


. 


ſociety which is intruſted to the charge of you, 
and your reverend and reſpectable colleagues, 
in the preſence of our venerable brethren who 
are aſſembled upon this ſolemn occaſion, in the 


preſence of our divine Maſter who ſhed his 
precibus blood for the redemption of men, 


and in the preſence of the great God himſelf, 
in whole ſight it is of the higheſt moment 
that you ſtand approved ; permit me to charge 


and to conjure you, that you ſteadily perſevere 
in the courſe deſcribed, ſo far as it approves 


itſelf to your underſtanding to be ſcriptural 


and juſt, and the proper line of conduct for a 
faithful Miniſter of the goſpel. —I will not 


preſume to ſay, that in ſo doing you will 
enſure ſucceſs. For God, infinitely wiſe and 
good, that he may thew the excellence of his 
own power, and hide pride from man, ſome- 
times declines to make uſe of thoſe inſtruments, 


which to our limited appr. ehenſions appear 
peſt qualiſicd for carrying on his glorious 
But this 1 will venture to, affirm, 


work. 
that by acting in this manner you will uſe 
the moſt probable means of ſecurin g the reſpect 


of the world, the vie. a Jour brethren, 
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And now, Sir, permit me earneſtly to intreat 
you, and in the preſence of this Chriſtian 


im 


the affection * your = the bleflin g Ut * 


God, and the ſucceſs of your exertions. Few 


who have thus laboured have laboured in vain. © 


And what is our hope, our joy, yea, the 
crown of our rejoicing? Is it not the ſueceſs 


of our labours in the ſalvation of the ſouls 


intruſted to our care, and a glorious and happy 


interview with them at the tribunal of Jeſus 
Chriſt? The human mind cannot conceive a 
ſatisfaction more exquiſite and ſublime. 


But, Sir, if the ſucceſs of your miniſtry ſhould 
not correſpond with the activity of your zeal, 
and the ardour: of your benevolence, be not 


diſcouraged. You remember that the great | 
Son of God himſelf, when in his incarnate 


form, he condeſcended to be a preacher of 
truth and righteouſneſs, ſaw reaſon to com- 
plain, Who hath believed our report? and, the 
ſervant is not greater than his Lord. You 


will ſtill have the teſtimony of an approving 


conſcience, which is of more worth than worlds. 


Nor will you want the approbation of your 


divine Maſter. The ſouls that are loſt under 
your miniſtry, notwithſtanding your faithful 
inſtructions and admonitions, will not be 


placed to your account. You wall be a ſweet 


perfume 


| perfume to God in thoſe that periſh} as wat 
as in thoſe that are ſaved. You ſerve a wiſe, 


heart. Your work ſhall ſtill be with the Lord, 
and your reward with your God. 


(32) 


a juſt, and a beneficent Maſter ; who, if he 
declines the offers of your ſervice in building 
up his ſpiritual temple, will nevertheleſs applaud 
the generous thought and purpoſe of your 


„ 


